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Walking and Public Realm: Shoe Lane Quarter  
 
 
The Shoe Lane Quarter enhancement scheme is part of the City of London’s Street Scene 
Challenge initiative which focuses on improving the City of London’s streets and creating a 
safe, attractive and legible urban environment for City workers, residents and visitors alike.  
 
The project covers an area bounded by the Fleet Building to the north, Fleet Street to the 
south, Farringdon Street to the east and Wine Office Court to the west.  
 
The principal aims of the Shoe Lane Quarter project are to encourage better use of the Shoe 
Lane area by local residents, workers and visitors. By improving appearance, function and 
accessibility of the area a successful balance between the movement of pedestrian and 
vehicles and reduction in conflict between the two has been achieved. The creation of 
attractive outdoor living spaces has increased the opportunity for people to use streets in the 
locality as social spaces. This has been amplified by the introduction of new public art which 
has generate public interest and accentuate the streetscape. 
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Shoe Lane 

The proposals for Shoe Lane respond to the changed traffic environment following the 
closure of the southern section at the junction with Fleet Street. This has resulted in a 
restriction to motor vehicles while still enabling cycle and pedestrian movements.  

 

Before:  

 

 

After: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The re-surfacing of the carriageway of Shoe Lane with a mix of light grey and mid grey 
granite setts and the resurfacing of the footway in York stone paving laid in the standard 
bond has been used widely in the City. The result is that vehicular traffic is calmed, 
pedestrian movement is prioritised and accessibility, function and appearance of the street 
improved. In using this traditional palette of natural materials the historic setting of the 
buildings and streetscape is also preserved.  

The pedestrianisation of the southern section of Shoe Lane has made this part of the street 
pedestrian friendly as it forms an important north-south pedestrian link from Fleet Street 
providing access to the northern courts and lanes network via Wine Office Court, just south 
of the Shoe Lane Library. 
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Four granite planters have been introduced. The planters have been carefully designed 
using black granite to complement the neighbouring buildings.  
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Shoe Lane Junction 

 

At the heart of the Shoe Lane Quarter is Shoe Lane Junction. With changes to the traffic 
environment and the introduction of other measures a real opportunity presented itself at this 
junction for the creation of new civic space with real public benefit. 

 

The scheme involves a number of elements; 

·  Circular concept of the junction raises the profile of the space to form a landmark 
between Ludgate Circus and Holborn Circus 

·  Introduction of York stone paving and granite setts provides a durable and 
comfortable footway and carriageway 

·  Extension of the sloped pavement north to the central Goldman Sachs building 
allows a better crossing for pedestrians and gives an opportunity for the introduction 
Public Art 

·  Introduction of Public Art by internationally renowned artist Antony Gormley 
·  Dropped kerbs and associated tactile paving at each crossing point of the Junction in 

order to improve access and safety, especially for visual impaired and wheelchairs 
users 

·  Widened footways and seating areas 
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Before 

 

 

After 

 

 

The footways have been carefully re-designed and re-aligned in order to allow a circular 
pavement pattern incorporating pedestrian crossings. This treatment with high quality 
materials has helped to slow traffic and guide pedestrians. The introduction of light grey 
granite associated with medium grey or dark grey granite setts has helped to define the 
Junction.  
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Public Art 

The extension of the sloped pavement outside of the Goldman Sachs building enables 
improved movement and crossing for pedestrians and has also introduced an opportunity of 
public art. The cast iron sculpture, entitled Resolution, from the world-renowned sculptor 
Antony Gormley has been installed at the junction of Shoe Lane and St Bride Street as part 
of a City of London’s Street Scene Challenge initiative.  

The sculpture at this location can be seen in views from surrounding streets making it a focal 
point and has made a significant contribution to the transformation of this public space in an 
elegant and exciting way.  
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St Bride Street Piazza  

 

St Bride Street Piazza is the most recent pedestrianised space to be created in the City of 
London and is the only public space immediately fronting Farringdon Street. A number of 
traffic reduction measures have been implemented which has facilitated the removal of 
motor traffic from the southern section of St Bride Street. The permanent closure of this 
section of St Bride Street has allowed an attractive public space to be developed and 
created a new area where the space given over to pedestrians is maximised.  

 

Before: 

 

 

After: 
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The scheme involves several elements: 
 

·  Creation of a 1,600 square metres new public space off Farringdon Street 
·  Removal of traffic through the extension of the City Traffic and Environmental 

Zone 
·  Partnership project with Goldman Sachs and Transport for London 
·  Raising of the carriageway to footway level to ensure greater access for all 

(pedestrians and cyclists) 
·  Re-surfacing the space with high quality materials  
·  Introduction of six new granite planters  
·  Olive trees and multi-stem Amelanchier to enhance the greenery of the area 
·  6 granite benches associated with decorative lights to animate the space 
·  Installation of up-lighters to follow the path of the granite planters  
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The existing footways have been re-surfaced with high quality York stone paving in a 
standard random course which greatly enhances the street scene. The entire carriageway 
has also been raised to the footway level and re-surfaced with random course flamed granite 
paving of a silver grey colour. 

 

         

 

On the western side of St Bride Street Public Space, the introduction of six new black granite 
planters brings interest and greenery within the area. In all, six ornamental trees have been 
introduced within the planters. To prevent damage from skateboarding, the top surface of the 
granite copping stone has a rough cropped finish. Attractive under planting greatly enhance 
this part of the street. A single automatic irrigation system provides for the area to minimise 
maintenance costs. 

Six granite benches with incorporated lighting have been introduced to the new public space. 
In addition, LED decorative ground level lighting have been introduced to create a distinctive 
high quality space for pedestrians. Anti-skateboarding studs have been installed along the 
edge of the stone benches.  
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A Shared Surface 

When developing the design careful consideration was given to how the existing areas of 
carriageway should be improved for everyone and in particular how the different modes of 
transport could share and use the space responsibly.  
 
St Brides Street is a route that is used daily by a numbers of cyclists. The omission of 
designated cycle lane through the new Piazza area has not been an oversight but an 
intentional and carefully considered decision. In the City’s previous experience the 
segregation of cyclists and pedestrians through the use of signage or changes in material, in 
these types of spaces, can often result in increases in pedestrian and cycle conflict.  
 

Partnership Working 

This project was undertaken through a partnership between Goldman Sachs, Transport for 
London and the City of London. As part of the program ‘Step Change Project Initiative’, 
Transport for London have contributed financially towards the project to cover the costs of 
the works at the junction with St Bride Street and Farringdon Street to improve accessibility 
and safety.  
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Benefits 
 

The proposal is regarded as presenting significant public benefit in a busy part of the City 
and to respond appropriately to the needs of the users of the space. The Shoe Lane Quarter 
provide high quality public space for City workers, residents and visitors and acts as a 
meeting point where people can relax and enjoy high quality environmental improvements.  
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