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This project was for the regeneration
of an old run down area of land near
the centre of Lewisham. Skanska
McNicholas worked as principal
Contractor for The London Borough of
Lewisham to regenerate the area. An
extraordinary transformation of a
derelict area into an aesthetically
pleasing and harmonious area of land
developed for the locals and visitors
alike was delivered. The new open
space was commended by The
horticultural weekly magazine as
being a breath of fresh air in
construction and design. The project
was awarded the best scheme of
2007 in its category, and has been
nominated for two further Awards.

The site is divided by the River
Ravensbourne which runs the entire
length of the site within a deep old
shabby concrete culvert. To the North,
East and West of the site it was
surrounded by a local community of
new and regenerated flats with the
busy Lewisham station and ring road
to the South. The main constraint of
the works was to ensure that our
impact on residential areas was
minimised. We worked within tough
noise and environmental guidelines to
restrict noise and protect the River
Ravensbourne.

The contract was a competitive tender and
we established an award by bringing to
the table some huge cost savings and
value engineering ideas especially with
regards to reducing the actual removal of
spoil off site through the vast cut and fill
exercise which needed to be carried out to
create the 100year floodstorage area
which acted as a highly specified
planted/turfed area.

One of the main parts of the regeneration
of Cornmill Lane Park was to create a
naturalisation of the River by removing the
culvert and allowing the river to run in its
natural state. This involved numerous
meetings with the Environmental Agency
and consultation with regards to ensuring
our method of work was environmentally
friendly as this was a very rich river with
huge quantity of various living species.

The culverts were removed in 2 halves
and then the river banks were then formed
by removing the river beds and
regenerated before being replaced with
added and enriched clay soil. The river
was enhanced by the planting of both the
bed and banks with aquatic plants. The
banks and sides of the River were then
complimented with timber pontoons,
seating areas and staircases formed to
allow access to the waters edge.
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The Skanska McNicholas team
embraced the Architects Design and
worked closely with Martin Savage of
BDP ensuring that the end result
measured up to exacting standards.
For the remaining areas of the park,
we removed all existing landscaping
and footpaths including the
management and derouting of all
services affected by the works. As part
of the contract we worked closely with
the London Borough of Lewisham to
re-house all the tenants of the 84 flat
units located within the works area.
Once relocated, Skanska McNicholas
undertook the demolition of the units
with the land then incorporated into the
parkland.

Once all the service diversions and
new drainage were completed the area
was dressed with a concrete
foundation slab. On the slab, Chinese
granite setts of three different colours
were laid to an area of 3,500 m®.
These were procured and designed to
minimise cutting. They were laid in a
direction that incorporated all the
lighting and soft landscaping features.
This high quality hard landscape area
enhanced the park to act as the mini
town square and allowed hard
standing areas for events and markets
alike.

The landscaped areas were enhanced
by a comprehensive bespoke lighting

scheme. The scheme consisted of
multiple bespoke lighting columns.
These columns were procured taking
cost into account. By not using a
bespoke iguzzini column, we managed
to reduce the cost by over 50% and
produced our own bespoke column to
suit the iguzzini fitting. In addition up-
lighters were used to project light into
railway arches within the park (which
also included the installation of lights
on to property owned by LUL), along
with recessed lights to the granite
benches and the pontoons.

The hard landscaping scheme was
then softened by a well-designed and
complementary soft landscaping
design. This involved over 70 mature
trees, with associated shrub works
along the river corridor and existing
planters. The planting enhanced
seating and flower bed areas to create
a harmonious open s?ace area. A
turfed area of 5000m* was created and
formed to allow a large recreation area
with a secondary function to act as a
flood storage area for a 1 in 100-year
storm. This was again created using
the regenerated soils stored from the
initial site clearance.

Beside the turfed area a Children’s
Play Zone was constructed to an area
of 1000 m®. A natural wood play area
was created using trees that were
felled as part of the initial site
clearance. These were complemented



with Play equipment from Kompan.
‘Safer surfacing’ was incorporated
around the play equipment and to all
other areas tarmac was laid to falls
and then dressed with thermoplastic
games and coloured surfacing.

In all the remaining footpaths and
areas were completed with surest
surfacing to enhance the Green
Approach to this great Open Space.

The client and Architects were so
impressed we have carried out further
works including working with the
Architects on ECI arrangements for
further clients.



