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What does it mean for England?
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What did Wales Do?

• Changed default speed limit of roads with street lighting to 20mph

• Came into force 17 September 2023

• 20mph Zones removed

• Changes to Traffic Sign regulations – No 20mph Repeaters



Setting Exceptions to the 20mph default speed limit

• Initial guidance November 2022

• Based on the aims of Article 11 of the UN Stockholm Declaration:

• mandate a maximum road travel speed of 30km/h in areas 
where vulnerable road users and vehicles mix in a frequent and 
planned manner, except where strong evidence exists that 
higher speeds are safe

• Decisions should not be influenced by 

• existing traffic speeds

• bus routes



Pre 20mph Legislation Speed LimitsPost 20mph Legislation Speed Limits











Proportion of the Welsh road network retaining 30mph 
speed limits as percentage of all former 30mph roads

Significant variation in extent of 
Exceptions across Wales
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• Published 16 July 2024

• Provides a framework to support highway authorities to make balanced decisions

• Consider benefits and disbenefits of increasing speed limit on case-by-case basis

• Criteria:

• 20mph is suitable where people regularly mix with motorised traffic, including in built-up residential areas

• ‘Place’ criteria – Housing density, shops etc

• For main roads a 30mph limit can be set, provided it is safe 

• Road Characteristics: Assess segregated facilities and road geometry for safe higher speeds

Current Exceptions Guidance





One respondent said: "After many close calls (including kids 
waiting for a bus), and a death in our village I’m very 
pleased. People might not do exactly 20, but at least the 
majority aren’t doing the 40-45 that used to be the case."
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What can rest of UK learn from Wales?

• Wide-area 20mph speed limits very cost-effective

• Concept of default 20 – where is 30 appropriate as an exception?

• Safe Systems approach/mixing principle

• 20 on minor streets and in centres

• Main streets through residential areas need further consideration
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Thanks



An auditor’s thoughts on 
wide-area 20mph limits

 CIHT SoRSA Conference 
 17 June 2025

Kate Carpenter, Director of Operational Road Safety, Jacobs



20mph limits reflect Highway Code changes 
• More cycling / walking: 

safety-in-numbers

• Lower speed: fewer/lesser 

injuries to most vulnerable

• Encourages cycling / walking
• Additional benefits from 

reduced morbidity/mortality
• Less acceleration/braking: reduces 

particulates inc brake/tyre wear



London 
data on 
150 sites:
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Key learning points - I’ve been on a journey too

1. Lower insurance costs also sell benefits to less 
convinced stakeholders

2. Air quality improvements for residents

3. The biggest speed reductions where ‘before’ 
speeds were highest:  conventional approach 
would block those benefits.  
So: is measurement necessary?

4. Engagement with communities is vital to avoid the 
trial-by-media policy reversal

5. New car technology such as speed alert will 
increase compliance over time

Reducing speed 
limits to 20mph 
could reduce 
insurance policy 
costs for £50/year.
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