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The STATS19 report form consists of a record of 
collision circumstances, a record for each vehicle 
involved, and a record for each casualty arising from 
the injury collision. 

In 2008, local authorities and police forces collected, 
coded, checked and reported 170,000 collision 
records, 310,000 vehicle records and 230,000 
casualty records to central government.

BUT – Is it ‘The Truth, The Whole Truth & Nothing BUT 
The Truth
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2008 UK Road Collision Casualties

2,538 killed – 7 each day

26,034 serious / life changing injuries – 3 every hour

202,333 injured – 23 every hour

1 every 2 minutes

In a country which has one of the 
BEST road safety records in the world.
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The STATS 19 Data has been collected since 1926, in 
which year there were 4,886 fatalities in some 
124,000 crashes.

Between 1951 and 2006 a total of 309,144 people 
were killed and 17.6 million persons were injured in 
collisions on British roads.

The highest number of deaths in any one year was 
9,169 people in 1941 during World War 2. 

The highest figure during peacetime was 7,985 in 
1966
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So how did we get here?

Bridget Driscoll – 17th August, 1896
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And Since Then?

over 30,000,000
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So how accurate is the Data?

Experience of the Police Officer collecting

Reliability of the circumstances from each driver

Reliability of the independent witnesses

Accuracy of the Data Clerk – Validation Checks
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So where can it go wrong?

Police Officer or Station Enquiry Clerk collecting

Driver’s version of collision

Independent witnesses

Transfer of Data by Data Clerk
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So where can it go wrong?

Assumption of how collision occurred

Reported for Insurance purposes only

No Win No Fee Culture
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STATS 19

Recognised for many years NOT a complete record

Majority of Fatals covered

Police do NOT attend all collisions

Details exchanged at scene
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STATS 19 – Other Data

Hospital Episode Statistics (HES)

Provides alternative but NOT equivalent

Comparison with HES data can compliment

Can show UNDER reporting
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STATS 19 Quinquennial Review

Conducted by Review Working Group

Substantial changes made to collection of data 2005

Changes successful especially Contributory Factors

Resulted in net increase of information collected
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STATS 19 Consultation Exercise

Carried out 5 February to 30 April 2009

130 Consultees made formal response

STATS 19 Data used on a regular basis

No alternative source of data to fulfil requirements
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STATS 19 Recommendations

Plain language description of location

Plain language description of how collision occurred

Make & Model of vehicles involved

Driving licence details appropriate for vehicle
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STATS 19 – CRASH (Collision Recording And SHaring)

New Electronic System for Police Reporting

System of secure collection, validation & storage

Will provide improvements in consistency of data

Information already collected could be included
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STATS 19 – CRASH (Collision Recording And SHaring)

DfT funded working with NPIA (National Police 
Improvement Agency)

System to cover England & Wales only

Pilot for three areas planned early 2011

Roll out to as many forces as possible 2011/12
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Is It The Truth?

Thank You for Listening!


