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Introduction

• Established in 1980s to further research in Winter Services 

• Following Quarmby Report in 2010 given greater responsibility 

•  NWSRG Steering Group is now a Technical Sub-Group of the UK Roads 
Board. 

National Winter Services Research Group



Governance and Structure



• Originally part of Well-maintained Highways 

Guidance documents 







Objectives Short Term (2023-4)

Widen the scope of membership to include organisations 

who are delivering on the ground winter service throughout 

the UK

Develop a research programme to inform future practical 

guidance sections and/or updates

 Enhance engagement with all Local, Regional and 

International Highway and Road Authorities

Increase the level of membership by raising the profile of the 

NWSRG



Objectives Medium  Term (2023)

Undertake priority research projects with clear objectives and 

benefits for our members

 Improve efficiency and optimise winter service for our 

members through collaborative research and knowledge 

transfer 

Provide a peer review service to help disseminate best 

practice and advise in the delivery of winter



Objectives Long Term (2025+)

Deliver our research programme to improve winter service 

through updates to and development of new practical guidance 

and training 

Develop our website to become a compendium of knowledge 

for our members

Expand the scope of our service to include all severe weather 

types to mitigate the effects of climate change



NWSRG  involvement across the Highways 
Sector



PATHWAYS TO GOOD SERVICE 

Recognise different approach across UK

 Allow LAs to risk assess local service standards 

Educate on new technologies 

Feedback on existing legal challenges 



Research priorities 2023+

Residual salt 

Treatments in low traffic areas

Carbon reduction and sustainability

Sensor data

Dynamic salting 









Thank you for your time 

Any questions please contact

Richard.hayes@theihe.org

nwsrg@theihe.org 

mailto:Richard.hayes@theihe.org
mailto:nwsrg@theihe.org
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