
[bookmark: _Copy]The Chartered Institution of Highways and Transportation (CIHT) is a charity, learned society and membership body, with over 10,000 members across 12 UK regions and a number of international groups. CIHT represents and qualifies professionals who plan, design, build, manage, maintain and operate transport and infrastructure.
Below is CIHT’s submission. 

Phasing out the sale of new petrol and diesel cars from 2030 and Support for the Zero Emission Transition Consultation Response Form
The full consultation document is available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/phasing-out-sales-of-new-petrol-and-diesel-cars-from-2030-and-supporting-the-zev-transition
Please send written consultation responses to: 
Department for Transport, ZEV Regulations, 3rd Floor Great Minster House, 33 Horseferry Road, London, SW1P 4DR 
Or via email to: zevmandate@dft.gov.uk
When responding, please state whether you are responding as an individual or representing the views of an organisation. If responding on behalf of a larger organisation, please make it clear who the organisation represents and, where applicable, how the views of members were assembled.
Information provided in response to this consultation, including personal information, may be subject to publication or disclosure in accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) or the Environmental Information Regulations 2004. 
If you want information that you provide to be treated as confidential, please be aware that, under the FOIA, there is a statutory code of practice with which public authorities must comply and which deals, amongst other things, with obligations of confidence. 
In view of this it would be helpful if you could explain to us why you regard the information you have provided as confidential. If we receive a request for disclosure of the information, we will take full account of your explanation, but we cannot give an assurance that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances. An automatic confidentiality disclaimer generated by your IT system will not, of itself, be regarded as binding on the department. 
This consultation is seeking your views on phasing out the sale of new petrol and diesel cars from 2030 and support for the zero-emission transition. 
Your personal data collected through this consultation is processed in line with our online forms, surveys and consultations privacy notice. Part 1: 2030 phase out of new ICE cars, and CO2 requirements for vans
Question 1: Do you agree with the Government’s view that full hybrid and plug-in hybrid technologies only should be considered? Please explain your answer.
No comment

Question 2: Do you prefer a technological definition that permits both HEVs and PHEVs, or a technological definition that permits PHEVs only? Please explain your answer.
No comment 

Question 3: Do you support no further CO2 requirements, a vehicle level CO2 cap, or a fleetwide CO2 requirement? Please explain your answer.
No comment

Question 4: Should a minimum range be required for new PHEVs and, if so, at what level should it be set? Please explain your answer.
No comment 
Question 5: Do you agree with the Government’s intention not to establish a technological definition for the specification of new non-ZE vans that may be sold from 2030? Please explain your answer.
Yes, vehicle manufacturers should be allowed to develop the best technology available not government mandated technology. 
Question 6: What are your views on establishing a CO₂ requirement for vans from 2030? What is your preferred measure, if any, and at what level should the target be set? Please explain your answer.
No comment.
Question 7: What would be the impact to the economy and to UK society of any new or additional non-ZEV CO2 requirements in the van sector from 2030? Please explain your answer and provide evidence where possible.
The consultation highlights that the current market for zero-emission (ZE) or hybrid vans in the UK differs significantly from that of cars. Currently, there are limited electrified van options available, and most manufacturers are prioritising a switch directly to fully electric vehicles (EVs) rather than introducing hybrid models.
As proposed in the consultation, CIHT supports the implementation of average CO2 reduction targets for non-ZEV vans that would increase annually until the complete shift to zero emissions vans in 2035. However, we also recommend considering the following economic impacts: 
· Acceleration of EV van adoption: Introducing fleet average CO2 reduction targets for vans between 2030 and 2035 would incentivise quicker production and supply of electric vans.
· Consumer accessibility and affordability: The upfront costs of EVs are generally higher than those of internal combustion engine (ICE) vehicles, which could create challenges in ensuring accessibility—especially for small businesses located in areas with limited charging infrastructure. While phasing out internal combustion engine (ICE) cars encourages a shift not only towards electric cars but also towards sustainable public transport as an alternative to reduce travel emissions, public transport is not a viable solution for van users. Individuals and businesses that rely on vans to transport goods are unlikely to switch to public transport for their needs, so we need to ensure that the EV charging infrastructure required will be available by the time that ICE vans are abolished otherwise the economy will suffer if people are not able to get to work and/or provide essential services. 

Question 8: What are your views on current measures to support demand for zero emission vehicles? What additional measures could further support the transition?
In the CIHT's recently published policy brief, "Ensuring a Just Transition to Net Zero Transport"[footnoteRef:2], social justice and fairness were highlighted as crucial factors for shaping the phase out of ICE vehicles and the adoption of electric vehicles (EVs).  [2:  2024, CIHT , Ensuring a Just Transition to Net Zero Transport Policy Brief, available at : Ensuring a Just Transition to Net Zero Transport Policy Brief | CIHT] 

Below are considerations of fairness when looking at the implementation of the policy of phasing out the manufacturing of petrol and diesel vehicles and encouraging the take-up of electric vehicles. Including considerations of social justice and fairness will help shape the implementation of the policy so that it minimises negative effects on people and, where it is not possible to avoid them, will help think of ways to support those who cannot benefit directly from that transport option. 
To successfully implement phasing out of ICEs, it is crucial to seek and maintain public support. This involves not only ensuring accessibility of EVs for everyone but, also,  building the general public confidence that the transition will be rolled out in a fair way, providing small businesses and consumers with the flexibility they need. 

 Table: Phasing out petrol/diesel vehicles and adoption of EVs 

	 
	 Potential Impact 
	 Potential mitigation 

	Geographical 
	· Ev charging infrastructure is not available in most rural areas 
· High reliance on private vehicles in rural and suburban areas due to lack of alternative public transport  
· Distance travelled in rural areas is further and would require charging at both ends (need for more infrastructure and longer overall journey times to allow charging)  
 
	· Ensure roll out of EV charging infrastructure also covers rural areas 
· Improve bus and taxi services in rural areas 
· Ensure interoperability of charging across the country through common standards 
 

	Economic 
	· Upfront cost of EVs is higher than petrol/diesel vehicles  
· Lack of significant EV second market  
· Parking charges/price of residents permits sometimes discounted for EV owners, unfairly excluding who cannot afford EVs  
· Public charging points are more expensive than private ones, which means that those who cannot install a charging point in their own property pay more for charging 
	· Provide subsidy for EV vehicle purchase for those on low incomes 
· This will naturally increase over time 
· Ensure that any discount is a discount and is not offset by an increase in the cost to petrol/ diesel cars (so those without an EV do not pay any more with the policy) 
· Change mechanism for installing on-street charging points so that the cost of electricity is the same price as the domestic price. This would mean that someone other than the charge point operator would need to pick up the cost of installing, maintaining and providing the charge point back-end services, i.e. central or local government 

	Social 
	· Disadvantaged racial and ethnic communities are less likely to have access to public charging points in their neighbourhoods[footnoteRef:3] [3:  main.pdf (sciencedirectassets.com) Ensuring a just transition: The electric vehicle revolution from a human rights perspective] 

	· If the economic considerations above are resolved, this would also be resolved or mitigated  

	Personal 
	· Some disabled people need specially modified vehicles, there are not many around and are likely to be more expensive  
· The health benefits from reduced pollution that comes with the adoption of EVs will not be spread equally among people, depending on where they live, their income and other personal circumstances  
	· Extra subsidies would need to be provided for the purchase of specially adapted electric vehicles 
· If the economic and geographic considerations above are resolved, this would also be resolved or mitigated 

	Externalities 
	· On street EV charging points reserved for EV parking only make it more difficult for regular petrol/diesel car to find parking 
	· The roll out of EV charging points needs to be at the same pace as take up of EVs to not unfairly penalise petrol/ diesel vehicle owners 

	 
	 
	 



Question 9: What are your views on whether small volume manufacturers (between 1,000 and 2,499 registrations) should be subject to the 2030 requirements for cars and/or vans?
No comment
Question 10: What are your views on whether micro-volume manufacturers (fewer than 1,000 annual registrations) should be subject to the 2030 requirements for cars and/or vans?
No comment
Question 11: What is your opinion on exemptions for Special Purpose Vehicles from the 2030 requirements for cars and vans? 
No comment 
Question 12: What is your opinion on exemptions for kit cars from the 2030 requirements for cars and vans?
No comment 

[image: ]



Part 2: Vehicle Emissions Trading Schemes Updates
Question 13: Are the time limits on the current flexibilities in the ZEV Mandate for cars and for vans still appropriate? Please explain your answer.
No comment 

Question 14: What are your views on the proposal to implement a van-car transfer in VETS? Please explain your answer.
No comment 

Question 15: Are there other flexibilities that should be considered within VETS for cars and vans?
No comment 

Question 16: Do you agree that VETS should be amended to account for the UF change? If so, do you agree with the proposal set out? Please explain your answer.
No comment 

Question 17: Do you agree with the proposal to allow UK derived or EU derived WLTP specific emission reference targets to apply from 2021-2023 in the United Kingdom, and in 2024 in Northern Ireland? If not, why?
No comment 
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